Chapter 4: Policing the Community

Self Study Questions 

Within the seminars, lectures and associated materials you have considered and engaged with a number of theoretical and practical aspects of historical and modern approaches to policing.  The following exercises are intended to provide you with an additional insight into these areas.

1. Government policy of late has focussed upon the issue of young people and crime, both as possible offenders and victims.

i.
Why do you consider this aspect might be of importance to policing? 
ii.
Are recent policing and multi agency initiatives sufficient to resolve public concerns?
To consider this aspect, review the government’s guidance to practitioners within the following on-line resources:

http://www.crimereduction.homeoffice.gov.uk/toolkits/py00.htm
http://www.respect.gov.uk/
And ESRC-funded research by Jean Hine at
http://webjcli.ncl.ac.uk/2007/issue2/hine2.html
2. What do Police Officers do?

There is evidence to suggest that currently they don’t actually do what society expects, but spend much of their time pursuing performance targets and meeting administrative commitments. 

Access the summary of proposals embedded within the report undertaken by Sir Ronnie Flanagan on behalf of Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of Constabulary.  

What impact will these proposals mean over the next decade to policing and criminal justice practice in England? 

http://police.homeoffice.gov.uk/news-and-publications/publication/police-reform/Review_of_policing_final_report/flanagan-final-report?view=Binary
You might wish to focus in particular on Recommendations 22 and 24 to highlight potential developments, and cross-reference to public opinion as expressed by politicians or members of the Equality and Human Rights Commission.
3. How might the theory of social capital in relation to policing make positive or negative contribution to the impact or implementation of these proposals? 

